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State of Delaware  

Homeland Security Advisory Council  

Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Subcommittee 

 

Minutes 

12/03/15 

1330-1530 

Delaware State Fire School, Room 7 

Dover, DE 19901 

 

 

1. Welcome and Room Introductions 

a. Meeting began at 1:34 PM. Dwayne Day led introductions around the room  
 

Present Voting Committee Members 

Dwayne Day  DelDOT 

Ray Holcomb  Department of Safety and Homeland Security 

Joe Hughes  League of Local Governments 

Robert Newnam Delaware State Fire School 

Adam Ringle  Wilmington PD 

Jeff Streavel   

Dallas Wingate  Delaware National Guard 

Charles Condon  DSP Aviation 

 
 

Members Present by Proxy 

Paul Huang  University of Delaware (Proxy for Herbert Tanner) 

Jimmy Kroon  Department of Agriculture (Proxy for Secretary Kee) 
   

Present Non-Voting Committee Members 

Jerry Brennan  Delaware State Fire School  

Josh Thomas  DelDOT  

Eric Hamm  DSP Aviation 
 

Also Present 

Erin Coombs  Jacobs, DelDOT Consultant 

Debbie Hamilton Cozen O’Connor 

 

Absent Voting Committee Members 
Eric Bowers  Dover AFB 

Ray Holcomb  Department of Safety and Homeland Security 

Edwin Kee  Department of Agriculture 
 

Absent Non-Voting Committee Members 

Wiley Blevins  Delaware National Guard 

Kimberly Chandler Department of Safety and Homeland Security 

Matthew Laick  Department of Safety and Homeland Security 

Chris Marsh  DelDOT 

Don Pope  Delaware State Police 
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b. Dwayne Day explained that Darren Short (DSP Aviation) will be replaced by Charles 

Condon and Eric Hamm will be added as 2
nd

 alternate for DSP Aviation. Wiley Blevins 

(National Guard) will replace Brian Malloy as National Guard alternate.  

 

2. Approval of Previous Meeting’s Minutes 

a. D. Wingate made a motion to accept the minutes. Motion was seconded by A. Ringle. 

Motion passed and minutes were approved.  

 

3. Old Business 

a. Website Development 

i. Site developer is working on the site but holding off on the live-release. The link 

to the beta site will be resent to the committee for review and feedback. 

b. Mid-Atlantic Aviation Partnership (MAAP) 

i. D. Day explained that MAAP is currently working with University of Maryland 

to obtain a COA to fly in Delaware. J. Thomas and J. Kroon received information 

and mapping from Chris Hartman of University of Maryland Eastern Shore.  

ii. The University of Delaware is applying for a COA and J. Thomas will reach out 

to obtain more information on this application and its impacts on the Sussex 

County agricultural spraying operations. 

c. Unmanned Aerial Systems Symposium  

i. D. Day recapped his attendance at the UAS Symposium at NAS Wildwood 

Museum at the Cape May county Airport on October 28
th
. The primary take away 

from the event was the youth educational component. This part of the program 

focused on introducing young people to UAS/UAVs with the intent to foster 

interest that would continue on into college. D. Day has reached out to DelTech 

and has a meeting scheduled for December 17
th
 to discuss the development of an 

UAV education program.  

d. League of Local Governments 

i. It was decided that a 2-page informational paper will be created for the League of 

Local Governments to disperse to members about the status of UAV usage in the 

state. J. Hughes, J. Thomas and D. Day will work to develop this document.  

e. HB 195 

i. There was question about the status of the proposed amendments to HB 195 and 

if they have been accepted. D. Day to check with Lisa Morris.  

4. New Business 

a. There was discussion about creating an informational document targeted at hobbyist 

providing them with additional guidance on best practices. It was decided that in addition 

an informational event will be scheduled for February for public agencies. This “Know 

before You Buy” event will be targeted at state/county agencies. It will likely be held at 

the Fire School during the third week of February.  

b. Task Force 

i. J. Thomas provided an update on the task force that DelDOT is creating with 

R.A. Wiedemann & Associates. The purpose of the UAV Task Force is to 

generate a report with recommendations on policy, economic development, and 

publicity related to UAV development. Input will be requested from government 

agencies, academic institutions, private interest groups, and the general public. 

J.Thomas and D. Day will serve as the co-chairs. There is a tentative inaugural 

meeting scheduled for 01/21/2016.  

ii. Currently the membership of the task force is: 

1. Academic  

2. Private interests and/or advocacy groups 
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iii. D. Wingate suggested that agencies should be solicited instead of individuals.  

c. DelDOT UAV Program 

i. D. Day explained that DelDOT is moving forward to purchase UAVs, 

developing Standard Operating Procedures, creating a training curriculum, and 

seeking out funding sources. More information on this program will be outlined 

at the January committee meeting.  

ii. DelDOT is working to document the process and seeks to be ahead of the FAA 

sUAS rule (expected 6/17/16). 

d. UAS Registration Task Force Ruling 

i. The UAS Registration Task Force (RTF) Aviation Rulemaking Committee 

(ARC) submitted their final report to the FAA on 11/21/15. The ruling 

recommended minimum requirements for UAS that they would need to be 

registered, recommended a registration process, and recommended methods for 

proving registration and marking.  

 

5. Conferences / Industry Events 

a. No update. 

 

6. Open Discussion 

a. Eric Hamm recommended that a call line be created to help UAV operators navigate safe 

flying areas.  

b. The January meeting will focus on educational campaign and February will be focused 

on the public agency seminar.  

 

7. Next Meeting—Thursday January 7, 2016 

a. D. Wingate made a motion to adjourn the meeting and J. Kroon seconded—motion 

carried. The meeting was adjourned at 3:18 pm.  

 

 

  

 

 


